Appendiceal mucocele: sonographic findings.
Appendiceal mucocele (AM) is a relatively rare disease, and its sonograms (US) have not been sufficiently analyzed. We studied the US findings of five patients with AM, with special attention to AM size, shape, internal echoes, and the mode of back echoes. All five cases showed an elongated mass in the lower right abdomen. Internal echoes were present in all cases and M-mode US confirmed the movement of those echoes. The echogenecity of the lesion changed according to the frequency of the transducer used. Only one case showed posterior echo enhancement, and no case showed lateral shadowing. AM appears as an elongated echo-poor mass without posterior echo enhancement. The cyst wall is less distinct than what one would expect for a cyst. When encountering such a mass in the lower right abdomen, one should strongly suspect an AM. In such cases, appropriate diagnostic and therapeutic strategies are especially necessary to prevent rupture that results in development of pseudomyxoma peritonei.